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The Towner News  
2/4 RAR Association Newsletter  

From the Editor  

Travelling to Ingham just north of Townsville recently on 
3RAR business, the Warrant Officer who was 
accompanying me stated that the only time he has been 
to Ingham, is when he passes through for his ten day stint 
at Tully. I think we can all just about relate to that 
comment. 
However, on this occasion we were to take part in a 
meeting at the Ingham RSL. On arrival and making our 
way to the meeting I noticed a small number of plaques, 
(mainly  Navy) hanging over the RSL bar, and low and 
behold among them was a plaque from ñ2/4 Battalion, the 
Royal Australian Regimentò, the only Regular Army 
plaque in their collection. It had obviously been hanging 
there for many years and had seen better days, but it was 
a great reminder for me that our mark as a Battalion of the 
Regiment can still make a proud appearance when you 
least expect it. 
On occasion when dealing with members at 3rd Brigade 
Headquarters, I find that when I remind them that the 
Headquarter building is actually situated on the 2/4RAR 
Parade Ground, they look at me with bewilderment and 
some do not even know that we even existed. Not the 
case at the moment though with the current Brigade RSM 
being a past 2/4RAR member, WO1 Brian Buskell. 
 

So our recent plaque dedication at 2RAR and other 
plaque placements at Anzac Park Townsville and the 2/4 
plaque in Canberra are an important reminder to the 
service community of today and the Australian population 
in general, that the 2nd/4th Battalion, had for 22 years, its 
total time of existence, served for the defence of Australia 
as part of the Royal Australian Regiment. 
This issue of ñThe Townerò, contains a good cross section 
of articles and pictures which I hope you will all find a 
great readé enjoy. 
 
Bob 
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Message from the Patron ï Brigadier (Retired) Paul OôSullivan AM MBE 
 
When I penned my Message to the Association about this time last year, I expressed my 
hope that we would soon be out of the worst of the pandemic, and getting back to normal. 
Sadly, for a lot of us, ñnormalò is still some way off as we continue to be affected by the 
presence of the Covid Delta Variant in our communities. Whether you are in lockdown, or 
still enjoying some level of free movement, I trust you and your families are all coping as  
well as possible. I know it will be harder for some than others, so if you are finding the going 
tough, I again encourage you to reach out through the 2/4RAR Association, or any of the 
other support organisations, if you need assistance or help of any kind. 
 
Unfortunately, the lockdown in Sydney has thwarted my plans to be in Townsville for the 

dedication of the 2/4RAR plaque at the 2RAR flag station on 15 August. However, I will be 
there in spirit, and commend the Association for organising this important commemoration. 
Iôve included my address for the dedication ceremony below.     

 

<><><><><> 
 
 

2/4RAR Plaque Dedication Ceremony ï 15 August 2021 
 
¶ Although I canôt be with you in person, it is my privilege to be with you in spirit at this 

special occasion to dedicate the 2/4RAR Plaque.  
¶ It is a special occasion because all who served in 2/4RAR are very special soldiers of 

the Royal Australian Regiment. 
¶ You were the warriors who soldiered unrecognised and unheralded in the post-Vietnam 

Defence of Australia years. 
¶ From its establishment in 1973, you slogged through the tedium of the three- year 

training cycle ï training to defend the shores of our sovereign nation, with little relief 
from the live firing exercises at High Range, the repetitive Kangaroo exercises at 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area and the recurring airfield defence deployments to 
Butterworth ï which were the last vestiges of the old forward defence policy. A few 
lucky ones got away to Ex Tropic Lightning in Hawaii and Ex Long Look in the UK. 

¶ And you did all this with professional dedication, dignity and honour as Infantrymen of 
the Royal Australian Regiment  

¶ Then in the 80s, you became part of the Operational Deployment Force, rotating 
annually with our sister Battalion 1RAR as the on-line Battalion, fully manned and 
equipped, ready to respond to Australiaôs defence needs at 24 hoursô notice to move ï 
year in, year out, waiting for the call to defend our nationôs interests. 

¶ And you did that with stoic commitment to the dual responsibilities of the Armyôs 
undertaking of óService to Nationô and the responsibility of the Regiment to put óDuty 
Firstô. 

 

Patronõs  Message 
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Patronõs  Message continued  

 
¶ But it wasnôt until the 90s that you were called upon to deploy elements of the 

Battalion to support operations in Cambodia, Somalia and Rwanda which you 
did with great distinction, reflecting the great tradition of all those who have had 
the privilege of serving under the Colours of the Royal Australian Regiment. 

¶ Those of you who served throughout the long years of home service, as well as 
those who deployed to Butterworth and the campaigns of the early nineties, can 
truly call yourselves defenders of our nation and rightly deserve the recognition 
that is now enshrined in the plaque that is dedicated today in this hallowed 
place.   

¶ It is a great honour for me to be able to say I served in the 2nd/4th Battalion ï a 
greater honour for me to have been able to serve alongside some of the finest 
Infantrymen to have marched in the ranks of the Royal Australian Regiment, 
and an even greater honour to contribute to this ceremony to recognise the  
service and sacrifice of the men and women who served in the Battalion 
throughout its service on the Armyôs Order of Battle, and the families who    
supported the soldiers of 2/4RAR throughout their years of service. 

¶ To all of you, I salute your service in 2/4RAR and thank you for your             
commitment to the most noble of all callings ï service in the defence of          
our nation.   

 
 

<><><><><> 
 
 

Once again, I extend my best wishes to you, and trust that my next message to you 
will find us all in much better circumstances. In the meantime, continue to stay well.        
   
Regards, Paul 
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Presidentõs Message  

 
 
Presidentôs Message 

 
 
Again, many thanks to all who  contributed to our latest edition of The Towner News. It 
makes for an  enjoyable, quality product that enhances the Association. Well done! 
 
By the time you read this our 48th birthday anniversary celebrations, gathering, AGM, 
lunch, plaque dedication and cutting the cake will have been done and dusted.  
Unfortunately COVID restrictions have again impacted one of our activities so many who 
might have travelled for the occasion, havenôt been able to. 
 
Sadly our Patron, Brigadier Retired Paul OôSullivan could not make it to address the 
plaque dedication and to accept the highest accolade that we can confer, Life  
Membership. You are truly valued Paul and the occasion just wonôt be the same without 
you. While you have trusted me to read your address at the Dedication I canôt give it the 
same authority as you would. 
 
While I am on Life Memberships, at least Paul Jacobson will be here to accept his Life 
Membership. 
 
Also the Secretary Gary Jiear and Jenni cannot be here and so Joy Lowe has been  
thrust into the Secretary role for the meeting. Thank you Joy. 
 
By now you will know of some changes in the new Committee and I wish all those who 
have put their hand up all the best for volunteering and that they enjoy their new roles. 
To the outgoing Committee Members, many thanks from all of us for all of your commit-
ment and dedication to moving the Association along. Well done and enjoy your time  
after Committee life. Names will be published in the minutes shortly after the weekend. 
 

Regards 

Merv 



 

 
Page 5 

2/4RAR Association  

 

Newspaper Article  
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Subject: Dave Rowe 
From: Paul McGovern  
 
Hi all, 
 
 
I am coming up to 60 years of age on 11th August and have 
been reflecting back to various times in my life that have 
shaped who I am today and in particular looking at the way 
my time in the Army has made me who I am. 
 
My time at 2/4 RAR was a high-
light and I posted on linkedin 
something to that affect along with 
a photo of Dave Rowe with the 
caption ñThe best CO the battalion 
ever had. 
 
One of Dave's contemporaries 
saw the post and mentioned that 
he was still in touch with David and 
would I like to be put in touch. 
 
Of course I said yes and sent 
through my email address. 
 
From there Dave and I have been 
emailing and chatting about the 
battalion, world affairs and  
musicéDave is a big music fan. 
 
 

LTCOL David Rowe 1980  

 Handover parade 

with  

LTCOL Bishop   
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I was his batman for a while and gave him a couple of brief guitar lessons many years ago. 
He is living overseas now so I sent through the shop page on the Battalion Association 
website so that he could buy some shirts etc and be the best dressed man around town. 
From there he made the decision to join the association and is now officially back in the 
foldé.and its a great thing to have the boss back on board. 
 
As is my custom, I addressed him as Siréas I did when speaking with Warry George but 
was put at ease and I now call both men by their Christian namesébut protocol is  
important and men of respect deserve the opportunity to be addressed by rank until I am 
told otherwise. 
 
We are very fortunate to have served in such a great unit and the fact that we are still 
ñbrothers by choiceò says it alléI wasn't in the battalion as long as many of you but it 
changed my life for the better and I am grateful for the experience. 
 
Take care during these crazy times and reach out anytime. 
 
DUTY FIRST 
Paul McGovern 8 Platoon C COY 2/4 RARéStay Loose 
 

LTCOL David Rowe 1980 continued  

David Rowe recently became a  

Life Subscriber with  

2/4 RAR Association  



 

 
Page 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A piece of 2/4RAR History  
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2/4RAR Freedom of the City Pictures  
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