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The Towner News  
2/4 RAR Association Newsletter  

From the Editor  

Welcome to issue No. 9 of the Towner News. The year of 
2022 has certainly passed by quickly, it feels like only 
yesterday that I was putting pen to paper for the 2021 
Christmas issue. Iôd like to say that a lot has happened since 
the last issue but life up here in Townsville has been steady 
but very quiet.  
The 2/4 Association Committee has been hard at work 
achieving Incorporation status, which has been by any 
means, not an easy task. Gary Jiear our past Secretary and 
now Phil Smailes our current Secretary have been hard at it, 
with the approval now in the mailé at last.  
2022 has seen a few get togethers, with the 2/4 Association 
AGM held in Brisbane this year being very successful and 
well attended. Other get togethers have occurred around the 
country at various times too, as well as the Infantry Muster at 
Gympie, where a good solid gathering of 2/4RAR veterans 
represented us, well done men! 
 
For those of you who are unaware there has been a change 
of guard at the 2/4 Association Headquarters. We said 
goodbye and job well done to Merv Dicton as President, 
Gary Jiear as Secretary, and Bill Marklew the Personnel 
Manager and the man who made sure that you all received 
your 2/4 birthday cards. The new committee members 
replacing them have some big shoes to fill in keeping up the 
high level of committee professionalism created by them. Iôm 
sure that they will through persistence be up to the job. 
The 2023, 50-year Reunion planning is in process, and it is 
hoped that many past 2/4 RAR veterans along with families 
will be able to attend. Pass the word around to anyone that 
you know who served in the Battalion, no matter what Corps, 
all are welcome. 
 
So, kick back and enjoy the Christmas issue 
of the Towner News. 
Cheers  
Bob Bakkers 
Editor  
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Message from the Patron ï Brigadier (Retired) Paul OôSullivan AM MBE 
 
 

After what has been an extraordinary year from a weather and economy 
perspective, I hope all members of the Association and your families have 
managed to survive the turmoil relatively unscathed.  
 
As we approach the Festive Season, I hope that you will have the opportunity 
to take advantage of this traditional period of sharing family company and the 
enjoyment of giving and receiving gifts.  
 
I was reminded of the privilege of belonging to an extended family when I 
attended the RAR Association Regimental Birthday function at Victoria 
Barracks in Sydney. We were a small group, but the camaraderie was strong, 
and was a reminder of the bond of brotherhood that is founded in our service  
in the Regiment. A number of Battalions were represented, including Nic Reece 
and myself from 2/4RAR. We enjoyed some well spun yarns from Battalion 
days, and the sort of good cheer that typically goes with this sort of Regimental 
get together.  
 
It was also the kind of cheer that is associated with this time of the year, and I 
hope all of you get to experience that special sense of belonging, not just  
within your own families, but also with your Association family. 
 
 I look forward to being a part of that family next year at the 50th Anniversary of 
our Battalionôs formation. In the meantime, please accept my best wishes for a 
very happy Christmas and a New Year that will be kind to your health and  
good fortune. 
 
Paul 
 
 
 
Paul OôSullivan 
Patron 
2/4RAR Association 
 

 

 

Patronõs  Message 
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Presidentõs  Message  

 

 
Gôday all, well here we are at the end of another year. 
 
I hope you all have had a good year. Itôs great to see that there are 
Christmas get togethers being planned across the country. 
 
As we look back on the last 12 months there have been social events 
across the country, allowing a lot of us to get together and enjoy the 
comradery we had as part of the premier Battalion.  The Battalion was 
well represented at ANZAC Day marches around the country including 
the march on Norfolk Island. 
 
Next year we look forward to the upcoming 50th anniversary of the  
Battalion and I hope to see as many of you as possible during the week 
of events in Townsville in August. 
 
I would like to say thanks to the great work of the committee over the last 
year and to thank Merv Dicton for his work over the years as President 
and for his continued advice and support on the committee. Also, thanks 
to Kim Pyke and Bob Bakkers for producing this yearôs newsletter and to 
the hard-working reunion committee lead by Dave Lowe. 

 
In closing I would like to say I hope you all 
have a great Christmas and spend it with those 
closest to you. I will be travelling to Mildura for 
our first family Christmas in many years, so if 
you are travelling, stay safe and enjoy the  
festive season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Boof  
President 
2/4 RAR Association 



 

 
Page 4 

 

 

 

 

   

The  Infantry Muster ñ Gympie 2022  
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AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAMS  

 

FROM MESOPOTAMIA TO IRAQ 
AND PLACES IN BETWEEN 

FORMATION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF  

AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAMS  
 
Introduction 

 
Have you served with one of the many contemporary Security Force Capacity Building 
Teams undertaken by the ADF?  If you did, you may be interested in joining the recently 
formed Association of Australian Army Training Teams (AAATT).   
 
Brigadier Ash Collingburn, DSM (assistant Secretary Global Interests, Prime Minister and 
Cabinet) and Commanding Officer of the Task Group Taji 1 Training Team (2015)  
encourages serving and retired veterans to join the AAATT: óWhy should you join? To  
preserve the legacy of all Australian Army trainers who have served their nation abroad, 
and to foster the mateship and close ties you have forged through shared training  
team experiences.ô 
 
Since 1917, thousands of Australian Army servicemen and women have deployed on  
training missions in support of allies and partners.  Oftentimes these deployments comprise 
bespoke  contingents drawn from across the breadth of Army, which has seen much of their 
history forgotten. Training missions have been conducted both as complementary  
operations to the well-known conflicts and large-scale deployments that Australia has  
participated in since Federation, as well as standalone and discreet missions, deployed to 
many countries including; Vietnam, Malaya/Malaysia, Uganda, Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and the Philippines. 
 
Training missions rarely attract the profile of combat deployments; however, the Australian 
Army has a strong and significant history of training partner forces on operations and  
exercises. 
    
Aim 
 

The aim of this article is to precis the ADFs contribution to Training and Advising Missions 
over the years, and highlight the formation of the Association that aims to capture the  
history, preserve the legacy, and provide an enduring memorial for Australian Army  
Trainers and future trainer / advisors.   
 

 
Australiaôs Training Mission Involvement  
 
DUNSTERFORCE.  
 
Drawn from Commonwealth forces serving on the Western and Mesopotamian fronts in 
1917, the men were hand-picked to form a Training Force  tasked with organising local 
units in northern Mesopotamia, Persia, and the southern Caucasus to stop the penetration 
of German or Turkish forces into the Southern Caucasus and Caspian Sea.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamian_Campaign
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Forty-seven officers and non-commissioned officers of the 1st AIF made a substantial  
contribution to DUNSTERFORCE and are the forbears of a long and proud line of  
Australian trainers, advisors and mentors who have deployed to many countries including 
Vietnam, Malaya/Malaysia, Uganda, Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste, Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
Philippines. 
 
Australian Army Training Team Vietnam.  

Formed forty-four years after the disbandment of DUNSTERFORCE, in August 1962, 30 
hand-picked Australian Army Officers, Warrant Officers and SNCOs deployed to Vietnam 
as part of Australia's contribution to the war, providing training and assistance to South  
Vietnamese Forces.  This 30-man Team was the vanguard of the Unit that was to become 
known as the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV); working in a training and 
advisory capacity, as part of the existing US advisory effort controlled by the United States 
Military Assistance Command Vietnam.  The AATTV retain the distinction of being the 
most highly decorated and longest continually serving Australian unit of the Vietnam War.      

Australian Army Training Team Iraq.  

In a striking example of historical similarity, in the latter months of 2003, the 1st Division 
was directed to commence planning to deploy a Training Team to Iraq as part of          
Australiaôs Defence contribution to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the country  
post cessation of the ground phase of the war.  As with the AATTV, the first Training Team 
(numbering 44) was hand-picked.  The Iraqi Army Training Team was tasked to assist in 
the development of a small, apolitical and professional Iraqi Army through the raising, 
training, mentoring and advising of an Iraqi Army Motorised Infantry Brigade, ready for  
operations.  Similar to the AATTV, this group was also part of the existing advisory effort; 
the US led  Coalition Military Assistance Training Team.  In recognition of the similar work 
and in honour of the AATTV, the Chief of Army at that time, LTGEN Peter Leahy, renamed 
the Iraqi Army Training Team the      Australian Army Training Team Iraq (AATTI) in      
October 2004. The AATTI served in Iraq until the 1st of June 2008.   
Program.   
 

South East Asia.  

The provision of WO2 to Major instructors detached to the Commonwealth Jungle Training 
School Pulada in Malaysia over the period 1948 to 1971 began the Australians Defence 
Forcesô commitment in South East Asia, followed by the deployment of the AATTV until 
1972.  Between 1999 and 2003, the Government deployed the Australian Training    
Support Team Timor Leste that trained and assisted the creation of a multinational     
security force to  assist with stability operations within the country.   

In 2016 Australia again provided forces to South East Asia to enhance the counter-
terrorism and counter violent extremism capabilities of the Armed Forces of the             
Philippines.  Mobile training teams from the Joint Australian Training Team provided   
urban warfare and counter-terrorism training in the Philippines.  As at 1 December 2019, 
this support transitioned to delivery of  training through the Enhanced Defence               
Cooperation. 

AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAMS continued  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Assistance_Command,_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Assistance_Command,_Vietnam
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PNG.  

The reforming of the Pacific Islands Regiment in Papua New Guinea in 1951 provides a 
classic example of SFCB.  While not designated as a Training Team, nevertheless the                 
embedded role of up to 185 Australians in each of the two Regiments, serving at all ranks 
in command positions, to recruit, train and operates with their counterparts, was  critical to 
nation building. Post-independence Australia embedded staff in a variety of PNGDF      
organisations and in 1990 and 1991, 8/9 RAR provided a Training Team to conduct       
recruit, specialist and JNCO training. 

Africa.   

Africa was the focus between 1982 and 84, again in December 2000, then in 2010/2011, 
when the Australian Army deployed personnel into training roles. The first was the         
deployment of 20 Infantry Officers, Warrant Officers and SNCO in teams of 4 as part of 
the Commonwealth Training Team Uganda. The role of this team was to train and      
discipline the Uganda National Liberation Army which was formed after the overthrow of 
Idi Amin.  The second was in December 2000 to February 2003 when Army contributed 
trainers and advisors to the International Military Advisory and Training Team in       
Sierra Leone. This team was formed to provide direct military advice and training           
assistance to the Sierra Leone Ministry of Defence and the Republic of Sierra Leone 
Armed Forces.  The last was tasked to provide training and assistance to the East          
African Standby Force in Kenya and Ethiopia.  

 

Afghanistan.   

With the return to operations in Afghanistan, Australia was involved in the mentoring    
training advising and assisting the Afghan National Security Forces.  Australians provided   
training and advisory support through the Reconstruction Task Force, Mentoring            
Reconstruction Task Force and Mentoring Task Force, in addition to providing the Artillery 
Training team, Logistics Training and Advisory Team, the Afghan National Army Officer 
Academy, 205 Corps Coalition Advisory Team, the Counterinsurgency Academy, Kabul 
Garrison Command ï Adviser Team and Special Forces mentors to the Afghan national 
police. Over the course of Australiaôs longest war, Army personnel have provided military 
advice, education and training services to support the long-term growth and development 
of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces.   

Iraq again.  

 In April 2015, Australia returned again to Iraq as a combined Australian-New Zealand mil-
itary training force.  The Training Task Unit of Task Force TAJI and Special              
Operations Task Group separately provided military advice, training and assistance to 
the Iraq Security Forces in their fight against the terrorist organisation Daesh.  By          
November 2019, over 47 000 Iraqi Army personnel had been trained, and over 2 500    
Australians had served with Task Group TAJI which ceased operations in June 2020.   

 

 

AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAMS continued  
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INDO PACIFIC.   

The Defence Cooperation Program as part of the Australian Governments    regional inter-
national engagement continues to support Australiaôs strategic interests and its  defence 
relationships with our regional neighbours.  Through a range of assistance, Army provides 
advisers, in some cases, embedded personnel at unit and HQ level, training and capacity 
building initiatives.  The key objective remains to maximise Australiaôs security through   
developing close and enduring links with partners that support their capacity to protect 
their sovereignty. 
 
Formation of the AAATT 
 
Doctrinally, Security Force Capacity Building is the ADFôs contribution to a broader,     
whole-of-government approach to building Host Nation capacity and has become a key 
element of      contemporary ADF operations that will likely endure.  For this reason, and to 
capture the history, preserve the legacy, and provide an enduring memorial for Australian 
Army Trainers, the AAATT was formed, with endorsement of Army Headquarters. The    
catalyst for this idea had arisen from frequent discussions over many years with key      
personalities of the AATTV and the AATTI Associations.  After much consultation,           
Interaction with AATTV members and contemporary ex COs of Training Teams, a single 
National Association of Australian Army Training Teams was formed in April 2021.        
Brigadier George Mansford, AM, Retd (AATTV 1966-67) recently reflected: óThere will 
come the time when the last of the living of AATTV fade away, and yet its proud banner, 
etched with proud history, will forever be so well guarded by younger generations of 
AAATT.  Given such a troubled world, it is odds on there will be those of future generations 
who will become part of the AAATT column, and always will be the ghostly echoes of 
marching feet following from distant times and placesô. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The intent of this article is not to draw membership from any Corps / Unit or Service Asso-
ciation, rather to assist in raising awareness of the formation of the AAATT.  To that end 
those that have served with; the Task Group Taji Training Task Unit (Iraq), Joint Australian 
Training Team Philippines, Australian Army Training Team Vietnam, Australian Army 
Training Team Iraq, 205 CAT or one of the many other contemporary Training and         
Advising roles undertaken by the ADF, may be interested in supporting the growth of the 
recently formed óAll Corpsô Association.  
 
If you are interested in joining the AAATT, finding out more about the Association, wanting 
to contribute photographs, written personal recollections (for our Instagram and Facebook 
webpages) or wish to volunteer to assist the growth of the AAATT,  

please email secretaryaaatt@optusnet.com.au  

 

 

D.A. (Rocky) McKelvie  

AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAMS continued  

mailto:secretaryaaatt@optusnet.com.au


 

 
Page 9 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Reunion Update 
 
Gidday all. The link below is to the Townsville Enterprise accommodation                      
bookings. You can also make bookings for, tours and packages (see top right 
of linked website). 
This will also be added to the Association's reunion Facebook page.   
 https://book.bookeasy.com/agent/24-rar-association/9275162/ 
 
Planning is still proceeding for the Reunion and we hope to have the majority 
of costings and further event details confirmed early in the New Year. 
If you have any questions please send them to the Association reunion            
e-mail.  reunion@24rarassociation.com  
 
We look forward to seeing you all in August 2023. 
  
Regards Lowey 
Reunion President 
 
 
DRAFT to Date 

 
Date  Day Time  Occurrence What  
 
15 Aug 23 Tues 0630  Arrive for activities Lavarack Barracks   
   0700  2/4 RAR Birthday Flag raising 
   0730 ï 1500 Back to Battalion Day 
2 RAR Samichon Lines 

(Car parking, some pers may not attend flag raising) 2 RAR Museum & coffee  
shop open, morning tea & birthday cake, BBQ lunch and bar to open at ETVCC, last drinks 1445 hrs 
     
16 Aug 23 Wed 0730 ï 1000 Commemorative service 
ANZAC Park the Strand 

at 2/4 RAR plaque (Cenotaph) BBQ breakfast, tea, coffee etc, Pick up merchandise purchases 
     
17 Aug 23 Thu 1700  Call to Arms Public venue / band ? 
 
     
18 Aug 23 Fri 1600 ï 1730 AGM RSL Townsville 1600h sign in, 1630h AGM 
 
     
19 Aug 23 Sat 1830  Formal Dinner Townsville Stadium 
   1830  Colour Party, Escorts, Pipes & Drums Townsville Stadium 
  
   2400  Targets down, patch out  Townsville Stadium 
     
20 Aug 23 Sun 1200  Recovery   Seaview Hotel 
 

2/4 RAR 50th Birthday Reunion  2023  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbook.bookeasy.com%2Fagent%2F24-rar-association%2F9275162%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7b63f64e74544001bbd008dacde398da%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638048674658457791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbG
mailto:reunion@24rarassociation.com
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INTERNATIONAL MENôS DAY CELEBRATIONS 
Better relations between men and women 

 
 
I proudly served in 2/4RAR as PLSGT 7PL, C COY 1984- 86 and CSM D COY 1990 ï 91. 
Since separating from the service, I have owned a handyman business, worked in the safety 
industry and retired five years ago. About 15 years ago I got involved in an organisation 
called Shed Happens, not the Menôs Shed, but Shed Happens, we work on hearts not 
projects. In the years between leaving the army and now I have immersed myself in 
furthering the cause of men. Shed Happens founder, Ian óWattoô Watson, was a Nasho and 
his motto was, ñNo bloke ever went backward with encouragementò, that has become my 
watchword. I am currently writing a weekly column for The Peoples Newspaper and am 
President of International Menôs Day Mackay Inc, who provide structure for Shed Happens 
operations and conduct International Menôs Day celebrations. 
 
On 19 Nov 21, we celebrated International Menôs Day with a corporate breakfast.  At that 
breakfast we had 130 people sit down, 31 of whom were women, to discuss the theme for 
the year which was, ñBetter relations between men and womenò.  The last question revolved 
around what WE CAN DO to improve the relationships in our lives. 
 
Common to all tables, although maybe using different words were, MUTUAL RESPECT, 
QUALITY TIME, HONEST COMMUNICATION and EFFECTIVE LISTENING. These are 
probably the non-negotiable basics for good relationships. If we could get all of these right, 
many of societyôs ills would be solved. Where there is MUTUAL RESPECT, there is no room 
for domestic and family violence. Spending QUALITY TIME with our partner and our 
children speaks to their love language; kids spell love with the four letters T.I.M.E. HONEST 
COMMUNICATION is often hard for us to do, particularly if your partner become defensive 
when you raise a prickly issue. If you are looking to resolve an issue that is troubling you, 
one of the methods of opening the conversation is to simply say, ñWhen you do/ say this, it 
makes me feel éé.ò. You are the one who must raise the issue to resolve it. Where there is 
Mutual Respect, your partner will want to relieve your pain and be open to change. The key 
is to discuss the issue without judgment but with resolution being the focus. This is where 
EFFECTIVE LISTENING comes in.  
 
Effective listening is listening with 100% of your senses. It relates to not only hearing but 
reading the body language of the other person. When trying to resolve an issue a good 
strategy is to repeat back to the other person what you have heard them say, eg. ñWhat I 
hear you saying is, when I say ééé.., it makes you feeléééé..,  is that right? This 
shows genuine concern and empathy and a willingness to solve the problem. The last thing 
that was common to all tables was HAVE FUN. Humour is a major part of all relationships. A 
relationship without fun will not last.  
 
There was a lot of fun had in the discussions at our International Menôs Day, but most of all 
we got some real gems of wisdom raised, thanks to  all attendees.  
 
International Menôs Day is celebrated on 19 November every year, why not arc up a 
celebration of your own. 

 

Frank Cowell  

Mackay 2022 Citizen Of The Year  

International Menõs Day Celebrations 



 

 
Page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrations at 2RAR  2022  
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AGM Brisbane ñ 2022  

 

 

 

 

   


