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REMEMBERING  - EDGAR TOWNER VC

Edgar Towner was born on 19 April 1890 near Blackall, Queensland. At the
completion of schooling he worked on his father's grazing property until he got his
own piece of land where he worked on it until the outbreak of war. Towner enlisted

into the Australian Imperial Force on 04 January 1915 as a Private where he was
assigned to the transport section of the 25th Battalion.

In March 1916 he fought at Belgium and France and worked his way to the rank of
Sergeant. In 1917 he transferred to the 2nd Machine Gun Battalion where he was

commissioned a Lieutenant and twice Mentioned in Dispatches for his leadership.
On 10-11 June 1918 he was awarded the Military Cross at Morlancourt, France. He
was one of the first to reach the objective near the town of Albert and he quickly
brought his section into action where they assisted troops from the 7th Infantry
Brigade to advance and consolidate; while also making use of captured enemy

machine-guns. On the morning of 11 June 1918 he capped his gallantry with a feat
of daring in daylight, helping to re-establish a post under heavy attack 'at great

personal risk'.
On 01 September 1918 he again distinguished himself at Péronne during the

assault on Mont St Quentin. In the early stages of the advance Towner single-
handedly captured an enemy machine-gun, then brought his men forward to

produce 'such effective fire that the Germans suffered heavy losses'. He later took
twenty-five prisoners before capturing another machine-gun 'which, in full view of

the Germans, he mounted and fired so effectively that the enemy retired, thus
enabling the Australians to advance'. Even when wounded, Towner continued to

fight and to inspire his men. For his actions he was awarded the Victoria Cross
which was gazetted on 14 December 1918.

Towner returned to Australia in April 1919 where he continued farming and
working in the bush. He never married and on 18 August 1972 died and was buried

with full military honours at the Longreach cemetery.
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